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words, and out of them to make a dictionary."l Mirza Mahdi certainly showed
good taste in his adrmration for NavaTs poetry, for he had been in his time
(844-906 a.h, = a.d, 1440/41-1500/01) a most noted poet as well as a prose
writer in both the Turki and Persian languages, but particularly in the former.*
Mirza Mahdi does not record when he first met Nadir or on what date he
entered his service. As he was an Astarabad man, he may, originally, have
been in the employ of Fath 'All Khaii, the chief of the local Ashaqbash
?
ajars, whom he may have accompanied to Sari, when the Qajar chief met
ahmasp there in the spring of 1726; in that case, Mirza Mahdi would have
come into contact with Nadir for the first time in the following autumn at
Khabushan; all this, however, is merely conjectural. From the intimate
knowledge which Mirza Mahdi displays of state affairs in those times, it seems
evident that he obtained some post at Tahmasp's court in 1726 or shortly
afterwards.
He was, perhaps from the very beginning of his royal service, in the office
of the raqam (royal order) writers and calligraphists or royal secretariat,
of which he later became head, with the title of Munshi al-Mamalik or Secretary
of State (the literal meaning is " Secretary of the Kingdoms "). It was he
who, in January, 1731, composed the preamble to the contract of marriage
between Ri$a Quli, Nadir's eldest son, and Fatima Sultan Begum, one of Shall
Sultan Husain's daughters.3
It was not until Nadir's coronation day (8th March, 1736) that Mirza Mahdi
was appointed official historiographer.4 The CathoKcos Abraham describes
him as being " un homme sage et modeste, intelligent, de moeurs douce, et
port£ a la condescendance/'5 He was well qualified for his new post, because
he had, in his previous capacity, made himself familiar with everything of
importance that occurred at the court, and he must have had almost unique
opportunities of ascertaining the facts of Nadir's early life. The East India
Company's representatives in Persia, who had numerous dealings with him
in connection with the Company's endeavours to secure the restoration of its
privileges, found him helpful and honest.
Mirza Mahdi was by no means exclusively occupied with his historiographical
work; he had also to carry out secretarial and other duties at the court.
Despite his manifold official duties, he managed, as he himself states, to find
time and energy to work at his Sanglakh.*
In all probability, Mirza MaMi would have perished in the disturbances
that followed Nadir's assassination in 1747 had he been in Persia at the time,
but, fortunately for himself, he had, as already related, been sent on a diplo-
matic mission to Constantinople in the previous year and did not return to
Persia until the troubles had subsided.
1 See Mr. (now Sir) E. Denjson Ross's editorial introduction to his edition of the Mabani'l~Lvghat
(Calcutta, 1910), p. ii.
*	Naval, who was the minister of the Tinmrid ruler Abul-Ghari Husaini of Herat, " did more
than any other man to raise the Chaghatay Turin to the dignity of a literary language "
(Browne's Persian Literature under Tartar Dominion, p. 453); moreover Nava'i, like his
contemporary Jami, exercised a profound influence upon Ottoman poeby in the XVIth
century. Besides being a famous literary figure himself, he was a generous patron of such
men as the poet Jami and the artist Bihzad.
 *	See p. 52 above.	*Catholicos Abraham, p. 312,
 *	Ibid:, p, 305.	«Maban¥l-Lugtott p. in.

